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Embracing Radiance: Udaipur's
Diwali Festival and the

Introduction:

In the heart of the City of Lakes,
Udaipur, where enchanting beauty
meets festive spirit, the anticipation of
Diwali creates a magical atmosphere.
This celebration, a harmonious fusion
of Diwali traditions, cultural vibrancy,
and communal harmony, beckons
tourists to immerse themselves in a
uniquely Udaipurian experience. This
story embarks on a captivating jour-
ney, delving into the captivating fes-
tivities of Diwali, culminating in the
grandeur of the Anna Koot ceremony
at the revered Nathdwara temple.

A Symphony of
Lights:

Theinaugural day of Diwali unfolds
as a symphony of lights, transforming
Udaipurinto a celestial canvas. Majestic
palaces, marketplaces, and iconic
landmarks like the City Palace and Jag
Mandir adorn themselves in radiant
hues, symbolizing the triumph of light
over darkness. The city becomes an
enchanting spectacle, setting the stage
for a luminous celebration.

Soulful Sojourns:

Beyond the visual spectacle, the
second day of Diwali resonates with

spiritual depth. Devotional songs echo
through the air as temples across the
city welcome a multitude of seekers,
all yearning for blessings of prosper-
ity and well-being. The fragrance of
incense weaves a serene atmosphere,
inviting reflection and forging spiritu-
al connections thattranscend the ordi-
nary.

Gastronomic Symphony: On the
third day, Diwalitransforms into a gas-
tronomic symphony. Udaipur's culinary
scene awakens with the enticing aroma
of traditional Rajasthani delicacies.
From the delectable ghewar to the
savory dal baati churma, the city
becomes a culinary haven, where the
spirit of sharing and camaraderie per-
meates every dining table, creating a
feast for the senses.

Artistry Unveiled:

Diwalitranscends traditional bound-
aries to embrace the arts on the fourth
day. Udaipur's streets metamorphose
into open-air galleries, showcasing
the creative prowess of local artists.
Vibrant rangoli designs grace
doorsteps, while folk performances cap-
tivate onlookers. Diwalibecomes a liv-
ing canvas, where the city itself
becomes a work of art, weaving a rich
cultural tapestry that captivates the

heart.

The Divine Anna
Koot:

The crescendo of Diwali echoes in
the pilgrimage to Nathdwara on the
fifth day. Devotees, adornedin resplen-
denttraditional attire, embark on a jour-
ney of gratitude and seek blessings at
the revered Nathdwara temple. The
Anna Koot ceremony unfolds, a feast
of unparalleled grandeur that sym-
bolizes the divine culmination of the
festival. Pilgrims actively participate in
rituals and prayers, fostering unity and
devotion in a breathtaking display of

spiritual magnificence.

In the heart of Udaipur, Diwali
unfolds not merely as a festival but as
a symphony of lights, spirituality, gas-
tronomy, and artistry. As the city radi-
ates with the joy of celebration, the
journey culminates in the divine spec-
tacle of Anna Koot at Nathdwara.
Udaipur's Diwali is an invitation to
embrace the radiance thattranscends
the ordinary—a celebration thatlingers
in the hearts of all fortunate enough
to witness its magic. It's an immersion
into a world where every moment is a
testamentto the city's rich heritage and
the indomitable spirit that defines

PM Modi Ignites BJP
Momentum in Rajasthan Rally

- GN Bhatt
rime Minister Narendra Modi kicked off the election campaign for the Rajasthan Legislative
Assembly in the New Vallabh Krishi Mandi premises in Udaipur on Thursday. In his
first major election rally after the announcement of elections, PM Modi delivered a
powerful speech, sharply criticizing the Gehlot government in Rajasthan and pledging to bring
the BJP back to power in the region. Addressing a massive crowd, PM Modi began his speech
by invoking the deities of Mewar and Wagad regions, including ShriNathdwara, Ekling Ji, Sanwariya
Seth, Tripura Sundari Mata, and paying homage to the brave warriors of Mewar, especially
Maharana Pratap. Rajasthan BJP State President CP Joshi presented PM Modi with a tradi-
tional Mewari turban, and BJP candidate Maharaj Kunwar Vishwaraj Singh Mevada, a descen-
dant of Maharana Pratap, honored him with a symbol of Maharana Pratap.PM Modi focused
on strengthening the BJP stronghold in Mewar and Wagad, addressing the voters of all 28
assembly constituencies in the region. He detailed the various welfare schemes and initiatives
undertaken by the central government for the development of the tribal communities and empha-
sized the commitment to forming a double-engine government for the state.
= Highlighting the achievements of his
. government, PM Modi took a swipe at
the opposition without naming any spe-
cific leader, addressing issues like the
lawlessness in Rajasthan, paper leaks,
corruption scandals, and women's safe-
ty concerns. He reassured the public that
the central government would not spare
any wrongdoer and would ensure jus-
tice.

PM Modi encouraged the crowd to
light their mobile torches and urged them to say "Ram Ram" in every household, seeking their
blessings. He asserted that the strength derived from the people's blessings motivates him to
serve the nation with renewed energy.

The BJP believes that PM Modi's rally has infused a new energy among the party workers
in Udaipur and Banswara divisions. On the other hand, the Congress has criticized PM Modi's
speech for notaddressing crucial issues like the development of the Ratlam-Banswara-Dungarpur
rail line and the recognition of Mangarh as a national monument.

In Rajasthan's political landscape, itis widely acknowledged that the party that gains momen-
tum in Mewar and Marwar regions usually holds power in the state. In the previous elections,
the BJP secured 15 out of 28 seats in Mewar and Wagad, while Congress won 10 seats.
However, Congress later emerged victorious in all by-polls in the region, except for Rajasmand.
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It remains to be seen whether PM Modi's electoral rally in Mewar and Wagad will succeed
in boosting the BJP's prospects in the upcoming elections.

Vote for Strong Democracy and
Qualified Candidates

As the assembly elections in five states are coming closer,
election excitement and aggression are increasing. There is
complete aggression regarding the selection of candidates, win-
ning the elections and forming the government, but there is
deep silence on issues of public interest. The biggest irony
being seen in these elections, like every time in the past, is that
these elections are issue-less and the situations of defection
have come to the fore.

In Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Mizoram and
Telangana, the key to the fate of political parties and leaders
is now in the hands of voters. Like every other time, in these
elections also, attempts to woo the voters on the basis of cat-
tiest passion, and communal fanaticism are weakening the roots
of democracy. Elections are the times to meet citizen groups,
listen to their problems and be ready to solve them. Political
parties should get complete information about the basic prob-
lems of their people, and then present aroadmap to solve them,
and thereby seek votes from the public. If seen, this is the real
concept of democracy. However, in the current times, money
power and muscle power are dominating the elections, politics
was once a means of service, but today it is becoming a busi-
ness and means to loot the nation, this is a matter of concern
and the roots of democracy are weakening due to such nefar-
ious practices.This is the first ever election in the immortal era
of Independence, elections are the basis of the democratic sys-
tem. Public welfare schemes are discussed in these times. Political
parties started the practice of presenting public welfare poli-
cies to the public on the occasion of elections in form of man-
ifesto.

There are different circumstances of every election; hence
new manifestos are also presented every time. But the irony is
that after the manifestos and the formation of the government
of the victorious party, there is a lot of difference in its policies
and plans. Therefore, voters should vote consciously so that
the promises made to them are fulfilled as much as possible.
In the elections in these five states, the voter will have to play
a dual role - that of the owner of the house and also that of the
guard of the house. As an owner, it will be his duty to check
those who are called contractors of public interest. And as the
guard of the house, it is his duty not only to stay awake, but
also to be constantly alert.

This awareness and caution is required to weigh the words
and actions of those who want to come to power on the scales
of conscience. Since he has the most to lose and the most to
gain, the biggest responsibility also rests on him. Voters should
also fulfill this responsibility at the individual level — by asking
himself as to what will be the basis of his voting. The first deci-
sion the voter will have to make is that he has to vote. Then it
has to be decided that he will not vote in favour of the 'wrong'
candidate and party. When every voter uses his vote very thought-
fully, democracy becomes stronger and only then strong India

Strengthening and developing the nation in a holistic man-
ner and supplying the basic needs of the growing population
are the basic responsibilities of the elected governments in any
democracy. These elected governments are not the masters
ofthe people, butare their servants, because the public entrusts
them with the responsibility of running the country's system and
shaping the country's development plans only for five years.
During this period, elected governments try to fulfill their respon-
sibilities towards the public by implementing their public wel-
fare policies.

There is never any dearth of options in the multi-political
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system of democracy; this is also the beauty and originality of
this system. Due to this, we have seen governments of differ-
ent political parties from the Center to different states. Every
political party has its own basic principles under which they
claim to take public welfare measures, if they come to power.
One such public welfare step was to give every person in India
the right to eat food both times. Even though this step was taken
by Dr. Manmohan Singh's Congress government, its effective
implementation was done by the Modi government in 2020 dur-
ing the Corona period. Then arrangements were made to pro-
vide a five kg free ration every month to about 80 crore peo-
ple. Now Prime Minister Narendra Modi has decided to con-
tinue this scheme for five more years. This means that making
public welfare policies is the primary responsibility of every gov-
ernment. The Modi government has implemented many such
public welfare schemes. Ashok Gehlotin Rajasthan and Shivraj
Singh government in Madhya Pradesh have also started many
such public welfare schemes seeing the elections approach-
ing, which we can call more as freebies, than public welfare.

To make voters aware, Anuvrat Vishwa Bharti and Indian
Voters Organization have been running voters’ awareness cam-
paigns. The purpose of which is to force the voters to think over
how to get criminals out of our system? How do the corrupt
people who play with the nation's wealth become our role mod-
els? Why do we vote for corrupt people, opportunists and crim-
inals? But for how long will we continue to accept this situation
silently? How long will we continue to be deceived? How long
will we continue to be silent spectators and watch the nation
being looted? Change can come in society only through the
combined improvement of the individuals and the system. Unless
the hands that operate the system are pure, even changing the
system will be inadequate. To strengthen democracy, selection
of qualified candidates is necessary. Just as criteria are nec-
essary in various examinations, in the same way the criteria of
qualification should be fixed in politics also. Vote for the one
who is honest, free from corruption, away from cattiest passion
and communal fanaticism and who believes in national unity,
human values and social harmony. Just as a person thinks
while giving his daughter's hand, similarly while voting, one
should think earnestly before casting his/her vote.

Political parties are busy preparing for the elections in their
own way. There was no talk of alliances, strategies for alliances
started being prepared. Defection is taking place in the sea-
son. Various political parties have started manipulating to set-
tle the equations. There is a tussle among some national par-
ties, while for some regional political parties; these elections
remain a question of prestige. Voters also have to be aware
amidst these situations. In the coming elections, voters should
present their role in such a strong form that political parties can-
notdare toignore it after the elections. This is the biggest expec-
tation and a powerful message of the present that political par-
ties should be above even the efforts to woo the voters and
mislead them.

This system of king and people, ruler and ruled has always
been there and will always be there. Methods keep changing.
Earlier the king was born from the queen's womb and now he
is born from the 'ballot box'. That is why elections are the most
important part of democracy. It is a reflection of the national
character. To maintain healthy values in democracy, healthy
elections and active participation of the common voter in it is
essential. Voters will have to wake up in view of the rotting polit-
ical system.

- Lalit Garg



